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| The Athenian Mere Ury : 


Saturday, . September 2. 1693. 


Was Born and Bred in a place, where Ingenuity 
and Arts were but flenderly encouraged, and my 
Education was but mean, that it might the better 
fuit the fame Temper, I having never advanced beyond 
the Knowledge of the Englifh Tongue, w hich mightily 
baulked me in my Capacity, heing frrted, as I think, to 
eceive greater things, notwithftanding I was forced to 
make a Virtue of Neceility, and calmly fubmit to Fate, 
and betake my felfro fome Manual Occupation, whereby 
co get a Living honeftly ; during which time that I 
learned my Trade, my Primitive Inclinations would not 
leave me, do whatever I could to ftifle them, as appre- 
hending ‘them not fit co be followed by one ta my Con- 
dition, but I found all Experiments in vain, my Mind 
ftill itched after Knowledge, and at laft having put a 
Period to my Apprenticefhip, I then breathed with a 
little Freedom, and whatever Books I could get, either 
Ancient oc Modern, I took great Delight in perufing 
them, and ftriving withall to underftand tome Words 
in the Lattia Tongue: At length Fortune removed me 
from that Barren Soi! to a more Fertile Clime, this 
place where new Iam, where I have made good Ad- 
vances in Knowledge co my fatisfaction, having lately 
been very defirous to underftand Geography : I have 
made fhiit to get tome of De Wit’s Sheet-Maps, which 
1 think are the beft, and alfo Eachard’s Brief Compendt- 
um of Geography, whereby I have received great Satil- 
faction, but notwithRanding all this there is bur little 
to be learat as to the Subftance of the Bufinefs without 
a Mafter ; Lam fti!] unfatisfied in fome Points, which 
1 hope, Gexzlemen, you will inform one who has always 
had an high Efteem of any thing that is Ingenious, bue 
a more particular Veneration for, ec. 
I am your Humble Servant, &c. 


Queft. 1. The Globe of the Earth being round, and fixed 
in the North and South, whether it moveth round about, or 
only a little to and fro, or neither, but remsineth fixed? _ 

Queft. 2. Which place is uppermoft, being as I think there 
mujt be an upper and unicr fide, and if there be, pray let me 
know which plaice 1 1s £ 

Queft. 3. bether Hell be inthe Globe or under it, ar 
where it is ? and if it-be in the Globe, bow is it Boitom- 
lefs, feeing the Earth is fuse ? 

Queft. 4. [f the Earih izoveth quite round, 
all things hereon drop or Jal away from i in its Mo- 
tion ° 

Queft. 5. What is the Caufe of Earthquakes ? 


Anfw. Before We An{fwer your Queftions, give us 
leave to give vou a little Friendly Advice, which may 
do you more good, if practis\d, than reading all che 
Mercuvies that will come out this teven Year, and that 
is—= To mind the Miin Chance, and not be to much in 
Love with Learning as to Negleét your fettled Bufines, 
be it never 10 mean, which you can’t do withour equal 
Crime and Fol!y : Not that We'd wifh you quite to 
forfwear looking in any Book betides your Shop-Book, 
which we are to far from, thet We rather Advile you 
to Cherith your Inclirzsion to Learning, and improve 
your Ufeful! Kaswledge as much as poiliole 1a the szaci- 
on you are in, only ta\ing Care you go not beyand your 
Leff ; We mean, Negleci ov Trifle with that on which 
you muft have you: t Dependance for Life. Now tor 
your Queftions : To the firft, See our Indexes, where 
you'll find the Afotion or Stability of the Earth in more 
than one place already difcu{s'd. Indeed after confider- 
ing the Arguments and dithculries on both fides, and in 
every Hypothefis we have yet feen, We almoft think it 
a Moot Cafe whether “tis Earth or Heaven chat moves, all 
Parties being more fuccefsful in tpoiling their Antago- 
nifts fine Sy/tem, than in eftabl:fhing their own: And we 


why deth net 


are miftaken if thofe who confider all the fevera! Sy- 
ftems and ObjeZions againft’em, without Prejudice and 
Partiality, will not fod themlelves of the fame Opinion. 
For the Manner of the Earths Morion, if it does move, 
ic muft be in rhe fame manner in which che Sim has been 
generally thought to move, both Annusl and Diurnal, 
concerning which every Alimaaack can inform you. 

As to the Second Queftion — eich Peiat of our Earth 
is uppermofi ? the Anfwer mutt be, that eZ are fo, in 
refpect of the Center, or rather there’s no upper or under, 
thofe being on!y relative Terms ; and ‘ewill be the fame 
fuppofing either chat or the Sun moves, in retpect to 
the Heavenly Bodies, becaufe they al! move fome way, 
round each orber. Bat if we ftill go further, and fuppote 
the Earth fix'd on the Center of the Univerte, and the 
higheft Heaven, or Sedes Beaturum, a place defin'd, and 
conlequently cércumfcrib'd, if you ak then which is the 
upper (ede of the Earth, or that next co Heaven, though 
there’s fomerthing more of Difficulty here, yet we be- 
lieve the Anfwer may be ftill the fzme, that chere’s no 
uppermofk, any more than any real Zenith or Nadir, 
which are the oaly imaginary Points in the Heavens —~ 
For tho’ ‘tis granted that the Earth, tho’ but a Point 
comparatively to the Great Orb, muft have Phyfical Dj- 
mentions, and 10 an upper and under, or nezre/t and farthest 
from any Poin: affignable in the Heavens,. and coafequent- 
ly if the Emmreun or Seles Beatorum were bounded in 
any narrow f{pace, or hada reipect bue to ene half ef 
the great Circle, that then one part of the Earth, fup- 
posd ftable, muft refpect it, the other not; yet if we 
conceive this Heaven of Heavens involving all the other 
Orbs or Circles, and ftretcht out Quaguaverjum, back- 
ward from our Univerfe, as why may we not fo, re- 
maining ic felfeternally fix d and unmovable, tho’ what's 
wrape up wichin it oblige to the Laws of Motion, ac, to 
to makea gro/s, but plain Comparifon, the Sears round 
a Thea ve are frm, tho’ the People below in the middle 
{till in Moti.n, then we fay ‘tis {li!l che fame, and no 
up nor down, bigher or lower, even ia retpect co this 
Heaven, in our little tiny Scrap cf an Atom which we 
call the #’orld, and for tome yer tmaller azoms of which 
Awa (iorgive the lapropriety ) we are all fo wondrous 
butie jn Murdering one anocber. ' 

Tocthe Thire Quetiion, Woetber Hell be inn the Globe or 
under it? andif it be under it, bow it is the Botcomlefs 
Pit, fince the Earth iv finise? 

Anfw. We have had more that one Occafion already 
to touch on this Point, but fha!] add tomething here 
which We have aot before advanc’d. It there be at pre- 
lent a Locat Hell, ocher than the Regions of che Air, 
where wicked Spirits may be chain’, and guilty Souls 
may wander, tt’s not improbab’e that the Seaz of it is in 
the Bewels of che Earth, which ave large enough, as we 
have formerly prov’d, to contiin mo:e Men chan ever 
were, or probably ever will be on the Surface thereof. 
Now fuppofing that Concavity fill’d with a Globe of /s- 
guid Fire, or Lake of burning Grimftone, asthe Sacred 
Wriveis detcribe Hell, extreamly agreeable to thofé Ob- 
fervations which Kircher and others have made of the 
Furniture of the Subserranean World, aud this Liquid Ma}s, 
itke the Chaos before the diitinét formation of all things, 
eternally floating about, with no fixed Central Point, not 
bound by the ordinary Laws of Body, thcre can’t be any 
proper top or bottom in tt, and fo it may with Propriety 
of Speech enough be call'd the Bottomle{s Pit. And fur- 
ther, if this Globe, or che imagin’d middle Point of it be 
the real Center of the Earth, toward which every thi 
muit tend from all parts of the Superficies, then a - 
ing to the Laws of: Bedy, whatever is dropt near th’s 
Center mult fink ecetnally backward and forward, now 
of one fide, then of che other, without finding any bot- 
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tom, becaufe none to find. This according to the Niceft 
ftriftnefs of the word, tho’ indeed bottomle/s,or an Abyis, 
rally fignifies whatever is actually unfathem’d, not be- 

g always reftrain’d co what is in it felf unfathomable. 

As for the two other Queftions, If the Earth moves, why 
all things don’t fly off from’t ? and, #4 ‘pat’s the Caufe of Earth- 
quakes ? We have already endeavour d to Anfwer the /ar- 
ter, and for the formcr ’tis eafily decided, becaufe the Mo- 
tion js Natural round its own Axis, and fmooth and equa- 
ble, not by ftarts, which wou'd indeed loon umbinge the 


Word. 


telt. 5. There is « Society of Good People of the Churc’s 
of England which do receive the Holy Communion daily, which 
they tell me was the Manner of the Primitive Chriftians, and 
the Neglet of which, fay they, hath been the chief Caule of the 
Decay of Love, and Charity, and Holinels among(t Cbhrifti- 
ans : They defire my Company at i, and do affure me that they 
find by Experience that itis anexiellent Prelervative again(t 
the Temptations of Satan, the Vanities and Follies of the 
World, and Lufts of the Fiefh: Now, Gentlemen, I humbly 
bez your Solution of theje following Queries : 

1. Whether it may tend molt to the Glory of God and a Ho- 
ly Life to Receive the Holy Communion daily, weekly, or 
monly ? 

2. Whether ofien or feldom Receiving doth tend molt to- 
wards the raifing the Ejseem of it in the Mind of 4 Chri- 
fezan ? 

3. Wherber it be Difpleafing to Ged and his Church to Re. 


ceive it in Private, if it may not be bad in Publick ? 


4. Whether the Primitive had it at Five a Clock in the 
Morning, or thereabouts, that thofe that bave Trades and 
Callings might not be bindercd ? 

5. That if the Governours of the Church hould be offended 
at it, Whether it be belt so Continue it or no? 

Good Gentlemen be Faith{ull and Speedy herein, that I 
my know what to do, 

Anjw. What they affirm as the chief Caufe of the De- 
cay of Charity and Piety, is certanly Truth ; and as 
for their Experience, their Pretenfions do inferr a very 
great Prefiumption of the Truth of it, which is alfo Con- 
frm’d by the Unanimous Ailent of all Pious and De- 
‘yout Chriftians whatever. As to your firft Queftion, 
it’s very Natural to {uppofe chat a frequent Communi- 
cating isthe moft Conducive to the Glory of God, and 
our own Happinels, becaufe thereby we even partici- 
pate of the Divine Nature, and Commence a tort of 
Heaven upon Earth. The Primitive Chriftians, becaute 
of Perfecutions, ¢7’c. were fore’'d to take fuch times of 
Communicating as they could get, very often in the 
Night: And in the Apoftles times they Broke Bread 
daily, and particularly every Lords.Day, which Break- 
ing of Bread is generally {uppos'd to mean Communica- 
ting ; bue We find that this daily Communicating was 
jult at the firft Promulgation of the Gotpel, when 
the Holy Ghoft did immediately exert his Power by 
Intpiration, Miracles, ¢7c. for the Eftablifhing the truth 
of che Gotpel, but that was an Extraordinary Cafe, 
and theretore We think not a proper Pattern for fuc- 
ceeding Ages now the Golpel ts tettled; indeed Piety 
is ftill of the fame Nature, and as Neceflary as then, 
but the Ways and Forms of it are not ( We think ) 
effentiaily binding ; and this appears to us from the 
Defign ot Chriflianity in general, which not only en- 
joins the Duties of the firft Table. but thac of che fe- 
cond; there’s a Duty we are Oblig’'d to perform to 
our felves, our Families, our Neighbours, and thould 
the immediate Acts of Devotion be always pertorm’d, 
we fhould be gu:lty of the Breach of other Command- 
ments. A Weekly Communication We think very Ne- 
ceflary, where it may be had, ( and thofe that p'eafe, 
need not want Opportunities here in Town to do it ) 
and this Practice is agreeable not only to that of the 
Chriftians towards the latter Days of the Apoftle St. 
Paul, and the Cuftom he had then fettled in the Church- 
es which he had gather’d, but alfo very ptoper for the 
Nature of thac Day : We can blame none that Commu- 
nicate oftner, but hope the beft of em. As to that 
Suggeftion, Whether it may be difpleafing to God to 
receive it Privately, when it can’t be had Publickly, 


there’s no Occafion for it: And as for the Governours * 
of the Church Oppofing it, ’tis evident they frequently 
exprefs themfelves to the contrary. ee 


Qdbertifements, ; 


iam Peacesble Inquiry into the Nature of the Pre. 

{ent Controverfie among the United Brethren: ty 
Containing the Excellency of Peace and Love ; Luther’s | 
Opinion of it. The Mitchief of Strifes and Contentions 
in the Church, jnftanced in the Rife and Progrefs of the 
Miletians and .drrians: The Cure difficult, yet Neceffg- 
ry to be endeavour’d: The Improvement to be made of 
former Divifions. An E-quiry into the prefent Contro- 
verlie, whether about the Subftance of Truth, or the 
Manner only of Declaring it: That great Divifions have ‘ 
been among {uch as have agreed in the fame Principles, 
This the preient Cale among the United Brethren proved ; 
with feveral other particulars, Written by Stephea Lobb 
a Lover of Peace and Truth. Price Bound 1s. 6 d. : 


or New Book of Trade, Entituled, Panarithmologia, be- 

A ing a Mirror tor Merchants, a Breviate tor Bankers 

~ a Trealure for Tradefmen, a Mate tor Mechanicks, and 

a {ure Guide for Purchafers, Sellers or Mortgagers of Land, Lea- 

{es, Annuities, Rents, Penfions, &c. in prefent Pofleffion or Re- 

verlion, and a conftant Concomitant fitted for all Men's Cccafions 

In Three Parts. All Pertormed by Tables ready caft up: Which 

Tables are made Eafie by Variety of Examples. By William Ley- 

bourn, Author of Curfus Mash mticus. To whichis added a Nee 
ceflary Appendix, containing Heads of daily Ul to all Traders. 


G2 (' Omforts for Parents, Mourning over their Hopeful] Chil- 

dren thot Dye Young. By Thomas Whittaker, Minitter of 

' the Golpel at Leeds in Tork-frire : With a Pretatory 
Epiftle by Timothy Rogers, M. A. 


or Further Account ol the Tryals of the New-England 

WITCHES, with the Obfervation of a Perfon who was 

upot the Place feveral Days, when the fiu{petted Witches 

were firft taben into Examination : To which is added Cafes of Coma 

Science concerning Witchcrafts and Evil Sparits per fonating Men. 

Written atthe Requeft of the Minifters of New-England. By In- 
creafe Mather, Prefident of Harvard-Colledge Price 1 s, 

All four Printed for Fobn Dunton at the Raven in the 

Poultrey. 


He Geatleman’s Jourual for the War ; being an 

i Hiftorical Account and Geographical Defeription 
of feveral {trong Cities and Towns in Exrope: Together 
with an Explication of the Terms of Art, and Authentick 
Draughts of the Fortifcations of every Place Engraven 
on Coprer Plates. Of thefe are already Publith’'d, Dune 
kirk, Maeftricht and Hay, Mentz, Bre(t, witha Chart of 
the Road, adja ent Coafts ; Cadiz, Pignerol, Cazal, Cob- 
lentz and Bn, There was Publithed on Wednefday laft fe 
Charteroy and deth: To which is added a Deicription of 4 
many Warlike Inftruments. Printed tor A. Swall, and ‘a 
are to be Sold by T. Chapman near Charing-Cro{s, R. Par- 
ker at che Exchange in Cornhill, and R. Taylor near Statioe 
ners-Hall.. 


Blervations on the Verereal Difeafe, by Charles Pe- 
ter, Surgeon; wherein is explicated the feveral < 
Cautes and Signs of the Infection, toperher with the 
true way of Curing the faid Difeafe, and all the Accj- 
dents that attend ir. Price Bound one Shilling. Sold 
by the Author at his Houle in St. Murtins-lane, three 


y 


Doors from Newport. ftreet. * 
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T is given Notice t6 the Publick that the fe 

_ Of September, which will be the 82h. of this srl nd } 
will begin aga'n to Preach in I:elian in che Chappel ac é 
Guild-Hall, and every Saturday at the {ame time at St : 
Fames's Chappel, and the Prayers will begin at Ten a G 
at in a ere, ie the Sermon at Eleven a Clock, 
and that Exercile wi continu 
Saturday of the Week. ent ee 


Bet isa very _Convenicns Coffee-Houfe at the En- 
trance into Gravet-lane out of Hound{di 
Lett, which is now, in géod Trade. Hbieh, S0,/be I 


LON DO N, Printed for Foon Wunton at the Raven in the Poultrey, 1693. ‘ 
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